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The ITI Elements

During the past few weeks we have briefly been discussing the five ITI Learning Principles. Once again they are:

· Intelligence is a function of experience

· Learning is an inseparable partnership between brain and body.

      Emotion is the gatekeeper to learning and performance.

     Movement enhances learning.

· There are multiple intelligences or ways of solving problems and/or producing products.

· Learning is a two-step process

                Making meaning through pattern

             seeking.            

                Developing a mental program for using what

                 we understand and wiring it into long-term 

              memory.     

· Personality impacts learning and performance.

The ITI model also requires nine bodybrain- compatible elements that provide an environment and atmosphere that supports and reinforces the five learning principles. The first of the nine elements is: Absence of Threat; Nurturing Reflective Thinking. 

This is a critical element because people who feel threatened, stressed, or fearful cannot fully access the thinking and creative capacities of their brains. Children who, for whatever reason, feel threatened, fearful or unable to be successful in a learning situation, are often unwilling to risk failure and will simply shut down in their attempts to learn.

On the other hand, absence of threat creates an environment that encourages reflective thinking and the willingness and ability to take risks in new learning situations. In this environment, children will never intentionally be embarrassed, humiliated or criticized by either adults or other students when attempting new learning activities. Children, who feel safe, not only physically, but emotionally as well, tend to take learning risks and if they fail, try again.  Therefore this first element is critical to a positive learning environment.
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